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Part 1: “Judgment Day Intelligent Design on Trial” Assignment
The judge’s decision on this case was that intelligent design proposed by the school board was mainly a progeny of creationism, and it was presented in a religious view. As such, the judge agreed with the Parents Association that the intelligent design was not a scientific theory, but re-labeling of creationism. 
The Plaintiff, through their witnesses, presented their arguments, which included an expert witness who claimed that intelligent design is not testable theory and that it should not be accepted by the scientific community. This may have influenced the judge’s decisions to rule in the way he did. Supporting their case with evidence which includes transitional fossils and genetic confirmation of Darwinism theory, Plaintiff argued on the nature of science and how science is done. As we have studied in class, science is a method that helps an individual to determine how the universe works through the use of the scientific method. Plaintiff argued that the biology text that had been set to be used for the classroom did not fit the scientific field because it had been originally set to be a creationist text. 
Like Scope’s trial, this case has further depicted the controversies over the teaching of science and evolution. The difference between the two cases is that Scope’s trial involved the jury, which found Scope guilty, while the Nova trial did not involve jury because it only sought an equitable remedy by the 7th Amendment. As such, it was tried on a bench trial. 
One thing that I have learned from the websites is that despite controversies between evolution theory and religion, the difference is very limited. Masci (2014) points out the five facts about evolution and religion, and he asserts that even religious groups like the Roman Catholic Church have, for long accepted that both concepts are related and compatible in many cases. As such, there should not be a conflict or controversies that we see in the legal sides.
Part 2: Questions on Reading
1. Why does evolution matter in medicine and treating disease?
Evolution is inevitable, and everything that lives through the ecosystem must undergo the evolution, the only difference is the way they evolve and the time they take to evolve. 
As we have learned in class, every human generation seems to possess its unique mutational changes that can reflect the changes in the surrounding. However, these changes also affect the pathogens, which cause diseases and ailments. Therefore, understanding how to treat diseases that evolve requires us to understand the coevolution that occurs between pathogens and humans. In this case, evolution is important in medicine and treating diseases because it is only through evolution that we medications and treatments can be developed. Some of the diseases evolve faster than the advancements made by humans in the medication sector. This makes it difficult to design a cure or treatment that can fit the cure.
2. Evolution of Zika Virus 
One of the diseases with the highest evolution rate includes the zika virus. Zika virus is caused by a pathogen that spreads through vectors like mosquitos. As we learned in class, this kind of pathogen is highly virulent. Scientists have established that the Zika virus is one of the diseases that have gone through significant genetic evolutions in the past 70 years (U-Magazine, 2016). It was first isolated in 1947in Asia and Africa and was not associated with serious human diseases. As reported in U-Magazine, Zika virus was originally known to present mild illnesses. However, it was until 2007 that scientists started to link the virus with death. This is a significant evolution because the virus had existed since the 1900s but was considered less harmful until recently that it has been largely linked to maternal-fetal health. In 2013, the Zika virus was recorded in the French Polynesia outbreak that proved that the virus has mutated and evolved over the past seven decades.
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